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SUB J : TRIAL OF AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER: PROSECUTION DEMANDS PUNISHMENT 

REF: SEOUL 2858 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . TRIAL OF AUTHOR YI YONG-HUI AND PUBLISHER PAEK NAK-CHONG 
CONTINUED ON APRIL 15 IN SEOUL DISTRICT COURT. SOME TWO HUNDRED 
STUDENTS ATTENDED. 

2. PROSECUTOR ASKED COURT TO FIND ACCUSED GUILTY AND SENTENCE 
YI TO FIVE YEARS AND PAEK TO THREE YEARS AT HARD LABOR. SUMMING 
UP HIS ARGUMENTS, PROSECUTOR POINTED OUT THAT PROFESSOR YI HAD 
CHOSEN ONLY THOSE ARTICLES OR PARTS OF ARTICLES BY FOREIGN 
WRITERS WHICH PRAISED MAO TZE TUNG AND THE RED CHINESE REGIME. 

IF YI HAD ADDED ANY FOOTNOTES TO GUIDE READERS TO A MORE 
BALANCED UNDERSTANDING OF CHINESE COMMUNISM. PROSECUTOR WOULD 
NOT HAVE CHARGED YI WITH VIOLATING ANTI-COMMUNIST LAW. 

ACCORDING TO PROSECUTOR, YI’S WORK AS WRITTEN TENDS TO CONFUSE 
GENERAL PUBLIC AND ENHANCES STATUS OF NORTH KOREA AND OTHER 
COMMUNIST REGIMES. PROSECUTOR MAINTAINED THAT EVEN IF 

YI IS NOT A COMMUNIST HIMSELF, HE HAS VIOLATED ARTICLE 4, 

PARAGRAPH 1 OF ANTI-COMMUNIST LAW BY PRAISING COMMUNISM. 

3. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS CALLED FOR ACQUITTAL. THEY REFERRED 
TO WITNESSES WHO HAD TESTIFIED TO PROFESSOR YI'S EMINENCE 
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AS AN AUTHORITY ON CHINA. THEY ARGUED THAT YI'S ANALYSIS 
OF PHENOMENA WAS OBJECTIVE AND THAT PRESENTATION OF TRUTH 
EVEN WHEN IT MIGHT HIGHLIGHT MAO S CONTRIBUTION TO CHINESE 
NATIONALISM DID NOT CONSTITUTE PRAISE OF COMMUNISM. 

4. THREE MORE DEFENSE LAWYERS WILL MAKE THEIR FINAL 
ARGUMENTS AND ACCUSED WILL BE PERMITTED TO MAKE PERSONAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

STATEMENTS AT NEXT TRIAL SESSION ON APRIL 21. 
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